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Questionnaire shows locals residents want to keep green space

A questionnaire distributed to the homes of Bugle residents shows that people do not want local green fields to be built upon. The questionnaire sought local opinion, following Imery’s announcement that they intend to build houses and industrial units on the green fields as part of their Eco-town proposals. 99% of the responses show that people want the fields to be retained as green space.

Volunteers from the Bugle Green Space Group posted the questionnaire through letter boxes in Bugle and have had 67 returned to date. The questionnaire seeks people’s views on some alternative ideas for the green fields, rather than losing them to housing development. 

91% of the responses want areas to continue to provide habitat for wildlife. The current hay meadows and hedgerows are noted by residents as being a haven for badgers, foxes, owls, deer, bats and all kinds of other birds and mammals. 81% of questionnaires returned were also in favour of a pond area to help enhance wildlife and possibly provide fishing facilities for local people.

Three-quarters of the responses would like to see some of the land to be used as allotments, so that local people can grow their own fruit and vegetables. The idea of a regular farmers market was also well received with 88% in favour.

Facilities for dog walking and the opportunity to provide educational activities for local school children based around land and waste management, food production and wildlife conservation were also extremely popular.  Already 24 people have indicated that they would be willing to volunteer and support some of the suggested alternative uses.    

Kevin Marsh, spokesperson for the Bugle Green Space Group, said “We think this response demonstrates that this is a great opportunity for Imerys to give something back to the residents of Bugle. If they were to donate the land to the community instead of building on it – there could be so many ways that it could be used to benefit local people, support local wildlife and have a really positive impact for their EcoTown proposals. All we need is Imerys to agree to donate the green fields. We are still waiting to hear from Imerys following our meeting with them a month ago”.

Questionnaires can still be completed on line. Please visit www.buglegreenspace.org
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