Bugle GreenSpace Update 

16th July 2008

Second Meeting with Imerys

We had our second meeting with representatives of Imerys on Monday 14th July and thought we would give you an update.  

We appear to have made progress on retaining some of the existing fields for community ownership & use, although the exact extent of the area to be retained is still to be confirmed. This has been achieved by Imerys changing their plans to replace areas originally designated as employment space with housing. Imerys still want to maintain their target of 500 new dwellings for the Goonbarrow development.  Indications are that access for these 500 dwellings will be via the Roche Road.

We are very pleased that Imerys have taken our comments on board and are trying to accommodate local people’s views. However, it is clear at this stage that the outcome will need to be a compromise so that the objectives of Imerys and the residents of Bugle can both be met. That said we are still pushing for as much of the green space to be retained as possible.

Whilst we are pleased with our negotiations on the retention of green space, there are still a number of concerns that still need to be addressed:

· The surrounding road infrastructure and its capacity to support extra traffic flow without impacting on safety.  In particular the planned primary access for the proposed development onto the Roche Road and the nearby junction with the A391.  It was indicated that access to the development from the south is a possibility, but that this maybe more problematic for Imerys. No further detail was given on what these problems are. Access from the north is Imerys’ favoured option at this stage.

· Imerys are reluctant to increase the density of the new housing as they see the majority of it being ‘family’ housing.  This would indicate to us that there is likely to be increased pressure on local services, in particular primary and secondary schools in the area.

Imerys said they would like to see other community groups come forward to discuss local needs and wants in the other 5 areas of proposed development.  Given the positive attitudes that we have received we would really encourage people to do this.

Following our discussions with them, we have requested that Imerys provide us with a copy of their revised development plan, so that we can discuss this with local residents. We are hopeful that we will have this by the end of the month.

We will keep you informed. Meanwhile if you have any queries, please do not hesitate to call us on 0752 829 1919 or email Buglegreenspace@live.co.uk
