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Update 20th October 2008

Local Residents Have Say

Our two recent open meetings were positively received and gave local people a chance to see the new plan for the Goonbarrow Eco-town development put forward by Imerys, following initial discussions with Bugle Greenspace.

Everyone in Bugle was invited to come and share their ideas and views on how the green space shown on the new plan should be used and managed for the benefit of the local community. Ideas up for discussion included havens for wildlife, allotments, picnic areas, play areas and even a band stand. 

Those attending the open meetings were concerned by:


a) The increasing amount of proposed infill development around Bugle with little information on what green spaces are going to be protected/set-aside for public use/enjoyment.

b) The lack of information on how key developments in the area will link together (e.g. the Wain Home housing development and Imerys plans) regarding access routes (pedestrian, cycle and vehicle) and parking.

c) There is also real concern over the safety of pedestrians as traffic flow increases when many of the current roads have no or little footpaths.

d) Concern that services in the village (e.g. schools, policing, sewerage, etc), will not be able to cope with the increased numbers of people from all the development going on (current and future).

e) The need to engage/provide activities for younger people to give them positive interests rather than negative ones. 

f) Litter (which will only get worse at the population size of the village increases).

Over a dozen people attending the meetings were motivated enough to try to affect change in Bugle by wanting to take positive action. This group wants to protect and maintain Bugle’s Green spaces, tackle litter problems and find ways of engaging others, particularly younger people, to contribute to improving the environment of everyone living in Bugle. It is hoped that the positive action of a few, will encourage others in the village to do likewise, thereby enhancing the sense of community in Bugle.

Everyone attending the open meetings was very supportive of the land-use suggestions of Bugle Greenspace and saw the ownership of green areas by a community body such as Bugle Greenspace as a great way of protecting them from future development.


Group Take Action

A core group of people are now willing to help organise and promote activities to help improve the environment around Bugle. This will build upon the fantastic effort of a small group of volunteers who have already completed cutting back the overgrown borders of the public space between Beam Lane and Park Lane, to nicely open up the area and make space for picnic benches if funding can be found for them. Others individuals already regularly pick-up litter in their streets. Bugle Greenspace proposes to channel this enthusiasm so that the actions of a few will encourage others to do the same, now and in the future as numbers in the community grow.


We will be meeting again Saturday 1/11/08 at 10am in the Bugle Inn to plan our first 'activity' and its promotion, so that we can begin to get even more volunteers involved and start to show that 'positive action' can make a real difference. The activity is likely to involve a littler pick around some of Bugle's public areas and some clearing out/cutting back of overgrown public footpaths. 


We hope that this will become a monthly event, to demonstrate local peoples'
willingness and commitment to managing their local environment and its
green spaces.


Everyone is welcome to join us to help organise the activity. Early feedback suggests that more volunteers are already being roped in. The more, the merrier! We are pleased with this small but positive start and are sure that things will gather momentum from this.

Many thanks.

Kevin

For further details of meetings & activities please visit www.buglegreenspace.org or if you have any comments please contact Kevin Marsh on 0845 680 6896 or email buglegreenspace@live.co.uk

