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STARTS

Bugle Green Space meets Imerys.

Representatives of Bugle Green Space had an encouraging meeting with Imerys to review ideas that locals had put forward to keep some green fields from development.

Kevin Marsh, co-founder of the group, said ‘ We met with representatives of Imerys at their Par offices last Friday and I am very pleased with the way the meeting went.  Imerys have certainly given us the impression that they are willing to listen to local people and we hope to have a follow up meeting early next month, once they have had discussions with their planners about the feasibility of the ideas that we put forward.’  

Mr Marsh went on to say ‘We are hoping that Imerys will agree to passing the fields in question over to the community of Bugle to own, manage and use and this is what most of the discussion was about.  We would also like to see an endowment fund provided to support the ongoing running costs.  It was indicated to us that these ideas were welcome, in fact they admitted that they were keen to look at mechanisms that could help with longer term land management and conservation.  I am particularly proud of what we are doing, too often people sit back and let things happen around them because they feel powerless to stop things; but I believe that Imerys are prepared to listen and work with us and that this could be a fantastic opportunity for local residents to get involved and make a difference.  

Mark Retallick, an active member of Bugle Green Space, goes on to explain ‘The group formed about a month ago following Imerys’ announcement of their Eco-town proposals.  Its main aim is to ensure that the Goonbarrow development is done sensitively and not on the old green fields that front Roche road.  A number of good ideas have been put forward by local people for alternative use, including a nature reserve, allotments, dog walking areas and farmers market, with education opportunities identified alongside many of these.  We have been distributing our own questionnaire locally and are very pleased with the response that we have been getting.  About 15% of questionnaires have been returned so far, 100% of them showing that locals don’t want the fields built on; we have also had 14 people agree to volunteer, demonstrating that people really are prepared to put time and effort into making this successful.’

You can find out more about Bugle Green Space by visiting www.buglegreenspace.org or emailing buglegreenspace@live.co.uk 
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